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| THAT’S DEBATABLE |

Does Anyone Need Two Kitchen Islands?

MARTHA Stew-
art-types, that is,
people who ap-

proach cooking as perfor-
mance, have embraced the
more-is-more idea of two
kitchen islands—one for food
preparation, another for
gathering and entertaining.
“There’s a dinner-theater
component to double is-
lands,” said Chicago designer
Marshall Erb, who first de-
signed a double-island
kitchen for a kosher family
that needed to separate meat
and dairy during meals. “It’s
interactive, like a chef’s table
in a fine restaurant.” Park &
Oak, an interior-design stu-
dio in Glen Ellyn, 1., recently
completed an open-concept
kitchen that includes an is-
land pair: one of navy-
painted cabinetry topped
with white quartzite, and a
second whose quartzite wa-
terfalls down the sides, of-
fering no storage but accom-
modating six bar stools for
kids, guests and back-seat
chefs. “About one in four of
our clients requests a double
island, and it’s always those
who love to entertain,” said
the firm’s co-founder Chris-
tina Samatas.

The concept can also
serve aesthetic goals.
Heather Weisz, founder of
HW Interiors in Wellington,
Fla., used the strong lines of
parallel islands, clad on all
sides with boldly veined
white porcelain[ck], to di-
rect the eye to a blue mosaic
feature wall behind the
kitchen’s stove (shown). “It’s
a visual alley, like looking
down a road toward the
sunset,” she said. As Ms.
Weisz points out, the extra
storage the islands provide

ALLEY KITCHEN Parallel islands in this Wellington, Fla, kitchen by HW Interiors beautifully lead the eye to the mosaic-tile wall

behind the range, but some design pros find the trend excessive.

obviates the need for upper
cabinetry, leaving room for
art, lights, even windows.

The pandemic’s effects on
how we live has also altered
the kitchen equation. As de-
mand for hyper-flexible
spaces rises, double islands
have become “a place for
stay-at-home work, school-
ing, cooking and eating,”
said Summer Kath, execu-
tive vice president of design
at Cambria, a provider of

natural quartz. Ryan Ser-
hant, a high-end New York
City[ck] realtor and “Million
Dollar Listing” star, noted
that island duos make his
job easier. One such pair, he
said, helped him close a
nearly $15 million sale on a
Manhattan home last year.
“That’s the post-Covid way
of thinking when it comes
to luxury real estate,” he
said. “Why have one if you
can have two?”

NAYSAYERS
blame the open-
concept craze for

giving rise to island over-
load. When taken to ex-
tremes, they point out,
airy wall-free design can
leave a gap between
kitchen and living room
that looks empty rather
than grand. Just because
an open concept space can
accommodate two hulking
blocks doesn’t mean it

should, say design experts.
“People like the idea of
them but not the func-
tion—one island almost al-
ways goes unused,” said
Chicago interior designer
Kara Mann, who added
that all that cabinetry can
give a kitchen, which is
symbolically the heart of a
home, an overly industrial
sense of utility.

Oakland, Calif., designer
Kelly Finley agrees. “They

create lots of lines and re-
mind me of a laboratory
classroom,” she said. “You
can imagine students sit-
ting across from each
other with microscopes.”
Add extra plumbing, appli-
ances and fixtures, and the
look becomes even more
industrial, a turnoff for
Chicago designer Summer
Thornton. “Unless you are
cooking commercially, I
don’t see the point,” she
said.

Another strike against
the concept: The additional
pathway created by the
parallel masses can inter-
rupt the flow of a well-de-
signed room, said Bob
Bakes, co-founder and head
of design at custom cabi-
net maker Bakes & Kropp,
in Sag Harbor, N.Y.

And though double is-
lands might be marketable
in the luxury real estate
world, Minneapolis de-
signer Bria Hammel finds
that as a result of the pan-
demic, owners of more-
moderate homes prefer
smaller, more-intimate and
defined kitchens that pre-
clude such excess. An addi-
tional island might require
upward of 120 square feet,
said Victoria Sass, another
Twin Cities decorator, who
added that many people
can’t stomach the extra
$50,000 or more that one
can add to the cost of a
project.

Ms. Sass would prefer to
fill an oversize kitchen
with a dining table or a
sofa rather than keep up
with the dual-island wave.
“It’s “a showy statement of
affluence,” she said.

—Allison Duncan



